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took out of the Bladder a tough kind of Subftanee, 
about as big as a fmall Fig, in which was a Pin with 
the Head on, and very black i the urinary Bladder, 
Pin, and vifcid Subftance, (though now fomewhat 
wafted) are here preferv'd in Sp. Vin. R. The Cafe, 
in my Opinion, being very extraordinary, occafion'd 
my giving the above Account of it, which I declare 
to be Truth, having open'd the Child in the Prefence 
of feveral Spe&ators. Witnefs my Hand, 

Wm. Gregory. 



IY. A Letter from the Marquis de Cati- 
mont to Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. ^refident 
of the Royal Society, containing the 'De* 
fcription of a very extraordinary Stone 
or Calculus taken out of the Bladder of 
a JS/lan after T)eath $ tranjlated from the 
French by T. S. M. D. F. R. S. 

Avignon, June 30. 1732, 
SIR, 

YOU have an indifputable Right to all the 
Wonders of Nature: They have, in fome 
manner, recourfe to your Tribunal: For where can 
they be examined with fuch Judgment ) This is my 
Motive for communicating to you the Figure of an 
uncommon Stone found lately in the Bladder of a 
dead Body, which I had engraved in my own Pre- 
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fence* "'TIS exaftly conformable to the Original. 
The moft able Phyficians, and the belt Anatomifts, 
whom I have confulted on this Subje&, affure me 
they never law any thing like it of the kind. I can 
vouch, that the Engraving, tho* very exa&, does not 
come up to this fmgular Work of Nature j the ten 
Branches of which, that fpread from the Centre, 
have fome Refemblance with thofe of certain Plants, 
It is a matter of Difficulty to me to think, that the 
Syftem of Juxt-Appofition, which is employed to ex- 
plain the fucceffive Growth of common Stones or 
Calculi, can hold good on this Occafion. I dare not 
however advance, that Vegetation has any Share here- 
in : Though the Sh^pe of the Branches of the Stone, 
of the Canals, or '*Papillie, which Teem deftin'd to 
convey the nutritious Juices, do in fome meafure 
favour this Hypothefis, I hope, Sir, you will be fo 
kind to give me your Thoughts on this Th^ewmenon 
of 'Nature. I fhall efteem it as a fure and infallible 
Oracle, and Ihallbring to it, as to a fix'd Point, every 
Conjefture and Idea that fuch a Novelty can give Rife 
to. I thought proper to join to the Figure of the 
Stone, the Account of the Patient's Diftemper, in 
whofe Bladder it was found; as Mr. Salien, Surgeon 
of Lijle in the County of Venaiffin, has fent it to me, 
The Fad, of itfelf, examined with fuch Philofophical 
Eyes as yours, Sir, cannot fail of appearing curious. 
And moreover, skilful Lithotomifts may reap 
fome Advantage by it, for perfecting their Opera- 
tions. For allowing the Poilibility of Calculi of a 
Conformation fomewhat like this, which they may 
judge of by knowing the Bulk of the Stone, they 
will underftand, that in fuch a Cafe, no other Method 
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but that of the high Operation can facilitate the Ex- 
traction of an extraneous Body, whofe Branches can- 
not fail caufing confiderable Lacerations % unlefs.they 
found fome favourable Circumftances, and that the 
Contexture of it were brittle enough to break it be- 
fore its being extracted* 

But I am aware, Sir, that I do but ftammer on a. 
Subjed quite foreign to me. Guriofity, join'd to the 
perfeft Veneration I have for you, were my Motives 
in examining it. All Europe, does Juftice to your 
Merit. Such a Suffrage as mine can add nothing to 
your Reputation, .and only does Honour, to my.Dif- 
cernment. 

I liave the Honour to be with the great eft R,efpe&, , 



SIR, 



Tour mofi humble 
And mofi obedient Servant, 

The Marquis of Caumont. 
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V. An Account of the Cafe abonoe-mentioned y 
tranjlated from the French by Mr. Zoll- 
man, F. R. S. 

ONE Jofeph VaJJe, Inhabitant of Le Thor 7 a 
fmall Town at a fhort League's Dillance from 
Lijle in the County of Venazjfin y aged Sixty-fix 
Y,ears, of a robuft Conftitution, who ufed to travel 

about 



